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and even more successfully the mountains, until his death la
166. One of his sons, Judas, called Maccabceus^ carried on the
work, and after a series of brilliant victories interspersed with
some crushing defeats, lost his life in a battle against the Syrian
General Bacchides in 161. His brother Jonathan managed to
gain a measure of independence, chiefly owing to internal dis-
sensions of the Seleucid Kingdom, but in the end he also fell
in battle like Judas (143 b.c.). The last brother, Simon, also
was able to establish himself, owing to the weakness of the
Syrian princes caused by their continual rivalry. He came to
an end by a conspiracy in 135, leaving a son, John Hyrcanus.
The latter was at first severely defeated by Antiochus Sidetes,
but when Antiochus was killed by the Parthians in 128 he was
able to consolidate his position and began to assume regal
state. It was his son Aristobulus who first took the title of
King (in 104 or thereabouts). Hitherto the power of the
Maccabees had remained very precarious; they had been more
like guerilla leaders than established rulers. Even the suc-
cessors of John Hyrcanus—Aristobulus, Alexander Jaimaeus,
his wife Alexandra, Hyrcanus II and Aristobulus II—would
never have maintained their position but for the anarchy that
still paralysed the neighbouring powers. Meanwhile, more and
more they gradually assumed the customs and manners of petty
oriental princes.
Meanwhile the Romans had long been watching with interest
every move in this political game.1 In 63 b.c., when there was
civil war between the Jewish princes Hyrcanus II and Aristo-
bulus II, Pompey, whom the affair of Mithridates had brought
into the vicinity of Palestine, was called in to arbitrate. He
seized Jerusalem, made Hyrcanus High Priest, and sent Aris-
tobulus to Rome.
That was the end of the Hasmonsean dynasty.3 In reality
the Jews exaggerated the prosperity and independence which
they imagined themselves to have enjoyed under the rule of
the descendants of Mattathias. Later on they created a
legendary picture of the power of these petty princes,3 and in
the end it brought disaster upon them because they thought
that they only needed another Judas Maccabseus to free them-
selves from the Roman yoke, and more than once they were
too easily induced to believe that they had found him. They
1	LXXV, i, 302 ff.
2	The name comes from Mattathias' grandfather, Hashmon, and was
applied to all his descendants.
3	1 Mace. iii. 4 says of Judas :  " In his acts he was like a lion, like a
lion's whelp roaring did he hurl himself upon his prey."
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